1.  A short history
Recollections of pre-war members of the Society of Yorkshiremen in Malaya suggest that the Society was founded in 1927 (TV99-100). Unfortunately, most of the Society’s pre-war records were lost in the Japanese occupation (TV83, 93) so there is little information about its activities up to the fall of Singapore in February 1942 apart from some notes and letters that are reproduced in Appendix A (TV92-100). The most informative of these is a 1949 letter from Roydon Brown, one of the Society’s pre-war Secretaries. In it he records that the Society’s crest (that appears at the front of this volume), was created by one of the members - Dick Walker (TV92-3). 
In 1949, some of the pre-war members met under the chairmanship Mr.C.Salter to reconstitute the Society (MB1-2); and in May 1950 a General Meeting elected officers and adopted a set of Rules which specified, among other things, that ‘The object of the Society is to promote intercourse, cordiality and good-fellowship amongst Yorkshiremen and Yorkshirewomen…’ (MB3). The minutes of that meeting also record that ’it was the normal practice for the President to give a cocktail party on his own premises’, and such an event was duly pencilled-in for mid-June (MB7). Indeed, throughout the following 19 years the Society revolved around its social functions – a Presidents Party and an Annual Dinner every year, and a series of other diverse events interleaved between the two. Plans for, and reports on, most of the events appear throughout the Minutes, for example, on the President’s Party (MB34/38, 102/107, 170-1/173-4, 238/240, 285; TV69-70, 82-83), and on the Annual Dinner (MB15-17, 139/140, 179/182, 291-294; TV72-75, 83-85). Menus from the 1966 and 1968 Annual Dinners are reproduced in Appendices D and E respectively (TV106 and TV113); and two photos from the 1959 and 1968 dinners are reproduced in Appendix F (TV120). Some of the other events noted in the Committee Minutes include the following (NB. this is by no means a definitive list):
· tiffin parties at Princes restaurant, Cockpit hotel, and Adelphi hotel(MB11, 39, 66, 68, 87, 114)
· rijsttafel at The Cockpit (MB23)
· fish & chip supper (MB116) (TV80)
· steak & kidney pie night (MB177, 200) / pea & pie supper (TV63)
· barbecue (MB112, 129, 140/142, 176/178, 288) (TV64, 84)
· golf tournament (MB52-53, 73, 91, 97, 119, 164, 202-204)
· cricket match vs The Chief’s Mess RN Kranji (MB218/219)
· Paser Panjang power station visit (MB53)
· demo by guard dog unit (MB98)
· day by the sea (MB226/229, 290) / day on Pulau Ubin island (MB176/178)
· film show (MB71, 73, 87, 110/112, 178, 263/264) (TV65/66)
· quiz night (TV70/72)
· parties with frog racing (MB97, 103, 276) (TV64) / tombola (MB54, 103) / whist (MB153, 228)
· coronation cocktail party (MB68/70)
· tramp’s party (MB204/206, 243/244, 260/263)
· rock ‘n roll party (MB157)
· Easter parade (MB256/260) / Mad-Hatter’s party (276/278) / daft ‘at Parade (MB286)
· bonfire neet feast (MB209, 230-1, 250-1, 269/270) (TV67/68, 77, 85)
· surprise neet including lucky dip, raffle, advert guessing (MB228).
Attendance fees for all events were based on estimates of expenditure and number of attendees. Some events made a profit and some made a loss – but the losses were considered acceptable provided they were not too great and the event was a success. Hence, Treasurer’s reports on events appear prominently throughout the minutes; and much of the Society’s turnover was related to the events (the other significant component being the annual subscription paid by Society members which started at $10 in 1950 and remained the same until at least 1959, the last year for which financial reports are available – MB187). In practice, many of the events were effectively subsidised by members hosting them in their own homes, and sometimes donating food and drink (MB102). Hence, thanks to such individuals occur throughout the minutes (one name particularly prominent in this respect being George Holt, the owner of Fitzpatrick’s supermarket, for example MB127,149, 290).
While such contributions were very helpful to the society, it was the Committee members who decided what to do, organised the activities, and managed the associated finances. These are the people who were the lifeblood of the Society; their names are all listed, year by year, in chapter 3 (TV43). However, it was the President, Treasurer and Secretary who took the responsibility and did most of the hard work: a list of the people who performed those roles between 1950 and 1969 is also included in this text (TV55-56). In recognition of the services of the President, it was decided in 1954 to present each of the four post-war past-Presidents with engraved silver ash trays as a memento of their time in office (MB87-88, 91). In 1955, entrée dishes were the chosen memento (MB97); and for the following year it was decided that the memento should be ‘an illuminated address in a handsome box’ (MB115,119,120). In fact, the illuminated address was in the form of a scroll, and it was the scroll that became the standard memento to present to past-Presidents going forward (MB133, 141, 171, 205, 239, 285) (TV78/79).  An example of a scroll is provided in Appendix C (TV105). 
This desire to provide some physical recognition of the Society and its members is also reflected by the fact that several dozen ties were procured and sold to Society members (MB87, 205, 258, 279, 281) (TV64, 71, 73, 75); and that Society Christmas cards were also obtained and bought by members (MB246, 250) (TV80). Unfortunately, there are no examples of either to display in these pages. The number of members of the Society, which represented the market for ties and Christmas cards, and from which the nine Committee members were drawn, was not huge. It ranged from a high of 91 in 1953 to a low of 38 in 1969 (TV8).
The Society did not operate as a completely independent entity – or perhaps it was not permitted to. Either way, it was logged with Singapore’s Registrar of Societies. Although the only early mention of the Registrar is in the 1949 minutes of the first meeting (a note about trying to obtain the rules of the pre-war Society from the Registrar – MB2), the minutes of a 1960 Committee meeting record that “The Secretary was asked to investigate the formalities necessary to re-register the Society…” (MB191). In the process of re-registration, the Society was asked to adjust its rules in respect of the Auditor, quorum’s, further rule changes, and dissolution, and this was duly done at an Extraordinary General Meeting on 21st July 1961 (MB212, 217, 224-225). Another small set of rule changes passed at the 1965 AGM (MB284) had to be agreed with the Registrar (MB286).
The Society also had relationships with two other organisations: the ‘Yorkshire Society’ and the ‘Society of Yorkshiremen in London’. The background to these confusingly-named organisations is perhaps best explained by an extract from the website of yet another Yorkshire Society founded in 1980:
“The first general meeting of the ‘Gentlemen and others in and near London who were born within the County of York’ took place at Bow Church on 3rd December 1678, and by 1812 another Yorkshire Society was running a school in London for boys and girls of Yorkshire parentage. In 1891, the Society of Yorkshiremen in London was founded. It lasted for some 80 years, flourishing in the 1920s and 30s...”[footnoteRef:1] A 1952 Committee meeting agreed to seek ‘re-affiliation’ to this latter organisation (MB39) and this was duly achieved (MB59, 63). In 1964 this was converted into a Corporate Membership of the Society of Yorkshiremen in London (MB90).  [1: https://theyorkshiresociety.org/about-us/#history
] 

The Society’s relationship with the other ‘Yorkshire Society’ was primarily related to charitable contributions from its Benevolent Fund which had been re-instated in 1950 (MB5/6). There are extensive mentions of the Benevolent Fund throughout the Minutes and these are documented in more detail in Appendix B (TV101). The distinction between the Yorkshire Society which received gifts from the Benevolent Fund and the Society of Yorkshiremen in London is clearly highlighted in a 1964 minute which states: “We had now heard from the Yorkshire Society that we were officially a Life Governor of the Society. Suggested by Mr. Harper and agreed by all that the activities of the Yorkshire Society and the Society of Yorkshiremen in London should be brought more to the notice of members…” (MB276). Interestingly, another Society with an overlapping constituency was operating in Singapore at the time – The Royal Society of St. George. An interesting exchange of letters between the President of that Society and the President of the Society of Yorkshiremen in Malaya is included in the Minute Book (MB33).
Despite the Society’s name specifically addressing Yorkshire people in all of Malaya, there is very little mention of members or activities in anywhere else other than Singapore. Across the lists of members with addresses for 12 separate years reproduced in Chapter 2 (TV9-42), there are only 13 people with addresses outside Singapore – and six of these are three married couples.
J.H.Hardy			Kuala Lumpur		1960
D.G.Mitchell			Kuala Lumpur		1962, 1965
Mr. & Mrs Ottolini		Sabah			1964, 1965
J. Moss				KL then Selangor	1962, 1965, 1966, 1967
B.J.Walker			Sarawak		1964
Mr. & Mrs. Lockwood		Johore			1965
Mr. & Mrs. Stevenson		Kuala Lumpur		1965, 1966
J.A.Underwood		Ipoh (Perak)		1967, 1968, 1969
A.Bruce			Kuala Lumpur		1969
D.F.Whitwam			Johore			1969

The only event outside of Singapore that I spotted in the Minutes is the golf day at the Royal Johore International Club (MB202). The only other non-Singapore mentions I noticed are a proposal for a Penang branch which came to nothing (MB43), and a discussion after Malaysia came into being in 1963 about whether the society should change its name to the Society of Yorkshiremen in Malaysia (it was decided that the name would remain the same) (MB271).
Despite the relative formality of the Societies Rules, Officers and Minutes, the general culture and atmosphere of the Society was clearly of light-hearted conviviality. This comes through in a close reading of the Minutes which are littered with amusing comments and asides amidst the detailed factual statements. A few randomly selected humorous quotes are  provided below:
“A hearty vote of thanks for the Hardy hospitality was expressed unanimously.
8.30 Mrs. Dunhill rang
8.31 Mrs. Holt rang
8.32 The host removed his shoes
8.33 Messrs Dunhill, Holt & Machin hurriedly departed.” (MB56)
“The Chairman’s hangover precluded any unnecessary discussion & in the absence of the more argumentative members the meeting was drawn rapidly to a close” (MB58).
“There were many other conversations which whilst illuminating could not be recorded….” (MB88).
“The Hon. Treasurer gladdened the hearts of the more mercenary Committee members in reporting a balance in hand on 26th September, 1957, of $1173.68” (MB139)
“…one possibility would be an amalgamation with the Lancastrians into a ‘Roses Society’. A brief moment of shocked silence was followed by a heated discussion which yours truly was unable to follow to the extent of recording any definite opinions. The Chairman stated quite definitely that “We can beat t’bloody lugs off ‘em any time”…” (MB221).
“He had not as yet tried ‘Bird’s Eye Yorks. Pudd’ but was not alone since no-one else present had thought fit to allow them in the house” (MB230).
“The President brought to the notice of the meeting the arrival in Malaya of the 1st Battalian of the K.O.Y.L.Is [Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry]. Agreed a letter of welcome should be sent to the O.C. Further agreed that if any member of the Battalian was unlucky enough to be admitted to the B.M.H S’pore [presumably, British Military Headquarters], or in any other way requiring help $100 should be available to provide comforts…” (MB239).
“At this stage the meeting closed officially and degenerated into a Saturday night local choir attempting to sing ‘Ilkla Moor’ to the separate direction of two musically amateurish, but at times almost professionally comic, conductors…’ (MB249).
“Many points were under discussion at this time but with great firmness, commendable for her first meeting, the Chairman brought things under control and continued to talk about Paris and St. Morritz” (MB277)
“The Secretary confirmed that Mrs. Ladbrook agreed to let her house be rampaged once again by as many Yorkshiremen, Women and friends that we could produce” (MB278).
“The meeting closed with a hearty vote of thanks to Ken & Sylvia [Cockcroft] for their hospitality on this and many previous occassions, and the party carried on until the early hours” (MB283).
“The evening ended very much later with an exhibition of the new dance ‘The Slosh’ given by Sylvia and Audrey down the drive-way” (MB294).
The Committee meetings were clearly pleasant events, and the Minutes also record that most of the functions were successful usually with an attendance of between 40 and 100+. Despite this however, the Society was wound up in early 1970 due to “the number of members was gradually dwindling and would do so more in the coming months” and “with the requirements of the Registrar of Societies it was difficult to find someone who would take on the duties of Hon. Secretary/Treasurer” (TV86)”. The problem had been around from as early as 1959 when a note in the AGM minutes for that year said “At the start of the year grave doubts were expressed as to whether there would be sufficient support to enable the Society to carry on” (MB187); and in 1966 the minutes note that “The meeting closed after a long discussion on the future of the Society…. it was once again clear that the success of the Society depended on an active Committee and President and Hon.Secretary/Treasurer preferably from the older members who were more or less permanently based here” (TV68). 

The Society seemed to be affording its members an enjoyable time, so the reduction in membership was probably not due to a lack of interest. The reason can probably be found in the changing nature of international travel and business practices. Immediately after the war, travel from the UK to Singapore was usually by boat and took over a month. However, during the 1960s air travel became more affordable and enabled businesses to be more flexible in how they deployed their staff. For example, when Fred & Maisie Wilson first arrived in Singapore in 1953, they were on a three-year posting followed by 6 months leave with travel to and from the UK on the company’s own Glen Line ships. By the late 1960s this had changed to two-year postings with 4 months leave and travel in one  direction by air. Society membership lists from 1958-1969 (TV12-42) indicate that many organisations were probably taking even greater advantage of air travel: from a total of 268 different Ordinary Members, 132 of them joined for only 1 year. Of the remainder, 64 only joined for two years, 24 only joined for 3 years, 12 were joined for 1,2, 3, 4, or 5 years at a time with a break in between, and 36 joined for 4 years or longer. This suggests that many ex-pats worked in Singapore on relatively short-term contracts. It certainly shows that the Society had a constant churn of membership and had to rely on a relatively small pool of long-term members from which to draw for Society Officers. 

Changing international travel was not the only thing affecting the composition of ex-pats in Singapore. Business itself was speeding up generally in the 1960s, applying computers and looking to gain efficiencies. Also, in that decade containerisation started to grow with the shipping container being standardised as a 20-foot long, 8-foot high, and 8-foot-wide box in 1968. Since Singapore’s primary business was shipping this had a huge impact. Beyond this, Singapore’s politics were changing: in 1958, Singapore gained independence from the UK, and in 1963, Malaya, Singapore, North Borneo and Sarawak merged to become Malaysia. There was rioting and curfews in 1964 and 1965 due to complaints that Malays were being treated unfairly; and in 1965 Singapore separated from Malaysia and became an independent republic. In 1968, the UK announced its decision to withdraw its forces from Singapore bases by 1971[footnoteRef:2]. All these changes inevitably affected how international organisations viewed investment in Singapore; what ex-pats thought about life in Singapore; and how the Singaporeans viewed themselves. Singaporeans were no longer a population serving colonists; they were in charge of their own country, their own people, their own housing, education, and business regulations. A reduction in the traditional flow of ex-pats residing in the country seemed inevitable. [2:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Singapore
] 


A final missive was sent out to members by the Hon. Secretary/Treasurer, Fred Wilson, on 17th February 1970 saying that “…subject to final approval by the Registrar of Societies, the Society is officially wound up” (TV88). The missive ended with this final Yorkshire declaration:

“Altho’ Ah’ve nawther rank ner wealth,
Ah’ve summat ‘at licks ‘em awl,
Fer God, He’s gi’en me reight goo’d health
An Ah’m Yorksher – Ah am an’ awl!”
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