################################
My Question: You originally suggested I have an additional column which combines Ref No and Description in the format, for example, 'Reference M001: Bronze commemorative medal from exhibition' with a heading SearchText'. But later you suggested the additional column should be in the format 'A12 — Bronze ritual vessel, Shang dynasty' with the heading Item Label. Which one should I go for?
###############################
Both formats work, but they serve slightly different purposes. The best approach is actually to choose one depending on what the column will mainly be used for. Since you are building a RAG interrogation capability, one option is clearly better.

Recommendation: Use Item Label
Format:
A12 — Bronze ritual vessel, Shang dynasty
Column heading:
Item Label
This is the better choice for RAG retrieval.
Why it works better
1. Shorter text chunks
Vector search works best with concise phrases.
2. Reference number is still included
The AI can return the item and cite it easily.
3. Cleaner for display in answers
If the AI says:
“Item A12 — Bronze ritual vessel, Shang dynasty”
…it looks natural.

Why “SearchText” Is Slightly Inferior
Example:
Reference M001: Bronze commemorative medal from exhibition
Problems:
· extra filler words (“Reference”)
· longer tokens
· less natural when the AI cites items
It still works, but it’s less elegant.

Best Structure for Your Dataset
Your file would look like this:
	Reference No
	Description
	Item Label
	Facet 1
	Facet 2
	Primary Facet

	A12
	Bronze ritual vessel, Shang dynasty
	A12 — Bronze ritual vessel, Shang dynasty
	bronze, ritual
	ritual, bronze
	bronze


The Item Label column becomes the text used for retrieval.

One Small Formatting Detail (Important)
Use a dash or colon with spaces so AI reads the boundary clearly.
Good:
A12 — Bronze ritual vessel
Also acceptable:
A12: Bronze ritual vessel
Avoid:
A12Bronze ritual vessel
because the model may struggle to separate the parts.

Why This Matters More Than It Seems
RAG systems retrieve semantic meaning, not rows.
The column you create becomes the primary semantic identity of each object.
So you want it to be:
· short
· descriptive
· human-readable
· AI-readable
Item Label fits this perfectly.

✅ Final recommendation
Create a column:
Item Label
Format:
[Reference No] — [Description]
Example:
M001 — Bronze commemorative medal from exhibition


