
#########################
My Question: 7. When applying AI to an index to a collection in an Excel spreadsheet, what generally applicable evaluation questions could be asked which could not be answered directly by using the spreadsheet Filter facility?
#########################
Great question—this gets to the real value of AI over traditional spreadsheet tools like filters.
In a spreadsheet (e.g., Microsoft Excel), filters are excellent for:
· exact matches 
· ranges (dates, numbers) 
· simple keyword inclusion 
But they cannot interpret meaning, relationships, or ambiguity. That’s where AI adds a completely different layer.

Types of evaluation questions AI can answer (but filters can’t)
1) Semantic / meaning-based questions
Filters require exact words; AI understands intent.
Examples:
· “Which entries describe loss, regret, or missed opportunity, even if those words aren’t used?” 
· “Find items that are emotionally significant” 
👉 AI detects meaning, tone, and context—not just keywords.

2) Pattern recognition across entries
Filters operate row-by-row; AI can synthesize across many rows.
Examples:
· “What themes recur most often in this collection?” 
· “Are there clusters of entries related to travel, family, or work?” 
👉 This is closer to analysis than lookup.

3) Summarisation
Filters can isolate data, but not compress it.
Examples:
· “Summarise the main ideas in the entire index” 
· “Give a short description of each decade represented in the entries” 

4) Comparative reasoning
Filters can’t compare concepts, only values.
Examples:
· “How do entries from the 1990s differ in tone from those in the 2010s?” 
· “Which items are most similar to this one, and why?” 

5) Fuzzy matching / similarity
Filters need exact matches; AI finds “close enough.”
Examples:
· “Find entries similar to this one, even if phrased differently” 
· “Which items relate to childhood experiences?” 

6) Implicit information extraction
AI can infer things not explicitly structured.
Examples:
· “Which entries likely involve other people vs solo experiences?” 
· “Which items suggest important life transitions?” 

7) Ranking and prioritisation
Filters don’t rank meaningfully beyond sorting.
Examples:
· “What are the most significant or impactful entries?” 
· “Which items seem least important or repetitive?” 

8) Question answering across multiple rows
Filters show rows; AI builds answers from them.
Examples:
· “What does this collection suggest about my interests over time?” 
· “What are the key turning points represented here?” 

9) Rewriting and transformation
Filters don’t transform text.
Examples:
· “Rewrite all descriptions in a consistent style” 
· “Convert entries into short titles or summaries” 

10) Handling vague or exploratory queries
Filters require precision; AI supports ambiguity.
Examples:
· “What’s interesting or unusual in this dataset?” 
· “What patterns might I be missing?” 

A useful way to think about it
· Excel filter = “Show me rows that match these rules” 
· AI = “Help me understand, interpret, and reason about this data” 

Bottom line
AI becomes valuable when your question involves:
· meaning (not just words) 
· synthesis (not just selection) 
· judgment (not just criteria) 
· ambiguity (not exact logic) 

If you want, I can generate a tailored set of high-value questions specifically for your Mementos Index that would get the most insight out of it.
#########################
My Question: Yes, please provide a set of high value questions
#########################
Here’s a tailored set of high-value questions designed specifically for your Mementos Index—assuming each entry captures a meaningful item, memory, or description. These go well beyond what something like Microsoft Excel can do with filters, and are ideal for an AI setup like AnythingLLM.
I’ve grouped them so you can use them systematically.

🔍 1. Core Themes & Meaning
These help you understand what your collection is really about.
· What are the main themes that run through the entire index? 
· Which themes are most dominant, and which are rare but significant? 
· Are there any unexpected or hidden themes that aren’t obvious at first glance? 
· How would you summarise the collection in 3–5 core ideas? 

📈 2. Change Over Time
Great if your entries span years or periods.
· How do the types of entries change over time? 
· Are there distinct phases or periods in the collection? 
· What turning points or shifts can be identified? 
· Does the tone or focus evolve (e.g., from practical → reflective)? 

🧠 3. Personal Significance & Insight
These extract meaning that isn’t explicitly written.
· Which entries appear to be the most personally significant, and why? 
· Which items suggest important life events or transitions? 
· What does the collection suggest about your priorities or values? 
· Are there entries that seem more meaningful than their description implies? 

🔗 4. Connections & Relationships
AI can link entries in ways filters cannot.
· Which entries are closely related, even if not obviously so? 
· Are there clusters or groups of similar items? 
· Which entries act as bridges between different themes? 
· Are there items that connect distant periods of time? 

🔁 5. Patterns & Repetition
Useful for identifying habits or recurring ideas.
· What patterns or motifs repeat across the collection? 
· Are there recurring types of experiences or items? 
· Which entries feel redundant or very similar? 
· What patterns might indicate long-term interests or behaviours? 

⚖️ 6. Gaps, Biases & Missing Areas
Often the most insightful category.
· What important areas seem underrepresented or missing? 
· Is the collection biased toward certain types of entries? 
· Are there periods with little or no coverage? 
· What might you expect to see that isn’t present? 

🧩 7. Classification & Structuring
Helps improve the index itself.
· How could the entries be grouped into a better category system? 
· Can each entry be assigned to a small number of clear categories? 
· What is the simplest structure that captures the whole collection? 
· Which entries are hard to classify, and why? 

⭐ 8. Ranking & Prioritisation
Adds evaluative judgment.
· What are the top 10 most important entries, and why? 
· Which entries are least significant or least informative? 
· Which items would be most valuable to revisit or expand? 
· If the collection had to be reduced by 50%, what should be kept? 

✨ 9. Summarisation & Synthesis
Condenses large amounts of information.
· Provide a one-paragraph summary of the entire index 
· Provide a one-line summary for each entry 
· Summarise each major theme or cluster 
· Create a narrative description of the collection 

🔍 10. Exploratory / Insight-Generating
These often produce the most surprising results.
· What is interesting or unusual about this collection? 
· What insights would a third party observer draw? 
· What non-obvious patterns exist? 
· What questions should I be asking that I haven’t considered? 

🛠️ 11. Improvement & Refinement
Directly useful for evolving your index.
· How could the descriptions be improved for clarity or consistency? 
· Which entries would benefit from more detail or context? 
· Are there entries that should be merged or split? 
· How can the index be optimised for AI retrieval and analysis? 

🎯 A powerful meta-question (highly recommended)
Use this periodically:
“Based on the entire index, what are the most important insights or conclusions that can be drawn?”

Final thought
The real power of AI here is not just answering questions, but:
helping you see structure, meaning, and significance that isn’t explicitly recorded


